We Care for EVERYONE 
in Our Common Home!

Dear Parents, 						                    Sept., 2017
 This year our theme has a particular focus on the dignity of every human being. It calls us to reflect on how we treat those around us. Every circumstance and encounter in our daily lives’ should be an opportunity to lift others up. This may seem impossible at times! However, with Jesus as our model and the Holy Spirit guiding us constantly, we can create a community of “People Builders”. Let us take time to deepen our faith and open hearts to God’s Holy will in our lives’. Only then can we truly see the presence of God and the face of Jesus in one another! 
For the grade twos and their families, God has many special gifts to offer.  This truly is a grace-filled year!  So, together let us give thanks and praise for His love and mercy and serve our school and church community lovingly in the many ways God calls us!  We all have a part to do!

Once again, I want to welcome you to grade two! I am hopeful that this year will be filled with many new and exciting learning experiences for you and your child. Please be aware that there is a child with a health condition in the class. This requires all students to use proper hygiene at all times and, in the event your child catching a cold or flu, that you please keep him/her child at home. Your understanding in this important matter is appreciated! 
I would like to advise you of some of the themes that we will be studying for the term, so that you may reinforce any concepts or skills with your child at home.  If you have any materials or suggestions to enhance our units, please feel free to share these with us.  Here is a list of some of the units of study for this term:  

MATHEMATICS: 
Unit 1: Sorting and Patterning
*sort objects according to attributes, such as colour, size, shape and special features
	*describe, extend and draw patterns
	*talk about a pattern rule 
	*use two attributes to make a pattern 
        *comparing data on a graph or Venn diagram 

Unit 2: Number Relationships
	*read number words to 20 
	*build numbers with concrete materials 
*estimate the number of objects and check by counting
	*count forward to 100 and backward from 20
using a number line and a 100 chart
	*count by 1s, 2s, 5s, 10s, and 25s
*develop strategies for adding and subtracting   to 18 
Moreover, problem-solving activities are integrated into every unit that is taught.  

LANGUAGE ARTS:
Phonics and Spelling: 
Beginning, Ending and Medial Sounds
Short Vowel Review 
Digraphs and Blends 
Sight Vocabulary (words that cannot be spelled phonetically); all students will be expected to read and spell the “Grade Two Dolch Sight Words”.

	It is important to note that even though a child may score well on a spelling test, this is not always an accurate measure of how he/she is as a speller.  The application of spelling and phonetic rules in personal writing is a much better measure.  Please take the opportunity to strengthen your child's success by working together on the spelling words sent home.  Homework sheets are also included to reinforce the concepts being taught in the classroom.  
Reading: 
The students will continue to work through the Bookmark series (the Reading program that was used last year in grade one).  Small group reading instruction will begin in October.  When ability grouping children in Reading, it is not our desire to label any child or group.  In contrast, the goal of grouping is to better meet the needs of your child at his/her level of Reading.  Which reader a child is working in is irrelevant.  What is relevant is whether or not he/she is reaching his/her learning potential and meeting the grade two prescribed learning outcomes.  All children need to be celebrated for their uniqueness and their talents and all children learn at different rates.  We need to look at all of these skills when discussing a child's Reading level. 
Together We Go (Level 5): “Bridger Book” Grade One and Two
World of Surprises (Level 6):  Grade Two 

Please have your child bring his/her reader to school everyday.  The Reading program in grade two includes instruction in the leveled readers (reading groups), “Book Talks” with the support of our librarian, Mrs. Bond, “Shared Reading” time and library time. Reading is a complex process which involves many skills.  Accessing prior knowledge, making predictions and connections, recalling details, summarizing, decoding and word recognition, oral reading fluency, retelling, inferencing, etc. are all important Reading skills.  It is my goal to enrich your child’s reading development with a wide variety of experiences.  As for your role as a parent, it is important that you encourage your child to read as much as possible at his/her reading level and interest level and be a positive role-model for Reading.  The Readathon is a perfect start! You may choose to have your child read from the reader, but please extend their reading selections to other sources.  At home, all students should be reading a minimum of 15 minutes every night.  When assessing reading, the list of following skills are important to a strong foundation in early reading skills:
	*sight vocabulary
*decoding of phonetic sounds and applying phonetic rules to spelling
*oral reading fluency (including, expression, intonation, volume, etc.)
*comprehension of a variety of reading passages including narrative and content area

Writing: 
Skills to be worked on: 
*writing on topic 
*rereading of work for corrections 
*writing a complete sentence 
*using punctuation in sentences 
*using capitals
*writing different kinds of sentences 
*writing stories with beginning, middle and end.  
*using suspense in writing 

SCIENCE/SOCIAL STUDIES: 
Properties of Matter: 
*define matter
*describe the three states of matter and their qualities 
*make logical predictions and draw inferences 
Society and Culture:
*define a community
*describe their own community
*tell how communities change 
*compare communities in B.C.
Computer skills/programs are integrated into all subject      areas.  



RELIGION:
God Gives Us Life and Love 
Jesus Calls Us to Give Ourselves to Others 

The grade twos will receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) in March and the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist on Sat., May 12th at 11:00 A.M.  Many spiritual experiences will be planned to help develop your child’s love of God and others.  My prayer is that our hearts are open to listening to God and acting on His Word.  This takes faith and a willingness to make time for God.  What a blessing for your family if you were to partake in these wonderful gifts by fully participating in Sunday Mass and establishing a prayer time with your family.  God will richly bless each one of us if we surrender to His love and His graces.  Please make time for Jesus in your lives’!

ART: 
We will be studying Georgia O’Keefe this term in Art.  Furthermore, these skills will be covered:  
*exploring and creating images using a variety of materials, technologies and processes
       *creating images featuring color, line, shape, texture, pattern, and symmetrical balance
*displaying individual and group artwork

	


MUSIC and Physical Education:  	
Mr. Pepe has begun teaching music.  Mr. McCloskey has also begun teaching Gym. Your child should be dressed in his/her gym strip every morning (unless otherwise mentioned). After, Gym class they will be asked to change into their uniform.  FULL UNIFORM is required at all times. Furthermore, if your child is absent, he/she should present a note the following day. Lastly, I encourage all parents to refer to the link in the OLS website for pertinent information regarding the grade twos.   
It is our hope that by working together we can make this an enjoyable and productive school year for your child.  Please feel free to contact me at the school or make an appointment through the school secretary if at any time you have concerns about your child's progress.  

TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

    Yours Sincerely,    	               Mrs. L. McKenna
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